The New ! gone his duty. B b e a2 King
C p that he has elim € last priecs ; U 0
vacuum in his life. He thinks ¢ us priest arrives from somgaﬁi“ lh:

teno

country, but another f':y:eligious-mmded family for shelter y; - He

kno;'ks at(;,'}g,gaootf,%im. This indicated that in spite of mew;zzuh :

S‘:l(:e’? jaws religious faith is always alive. The state may shogy 4 lar

individual priests but faith in religion never dies. owy
]

11
CRITICAL APPRECIATION OF “THE POWER AND Ty
) GLORY’ E

Greene's Power and the Glory is the st of a priest’s f;
through a land which has forsaken religious fa_n%s novel is set ifl}l“le
rimitive landscapes of Mexico, during the time Of polit e a
religious persecution in the 1920's. According to the new directives o4
the totalitarian government, the priests had fled away or were shy
dead, or they were made to forsake their priestly calling by gettip
themselves married. One of the priests (Greene does not give himf
name and he is known as ‘priest’) has eluded arrest and is being chaseg
by the police lieutenant throughout the state. The priest carries 5
reward of five hundred pesos on his head. He is a ‘Whisky-priest; 5
coward, the father of a child, born of his loneliness and weakness, “
once arrogant man who quickly recovers his old attitudes when he

reaches safety.”

The Novel Based on Personal Experience of Greene

. Graham Greene undertook a journey to Mexico in 1938 in order to
investigate the religious persecution in the state. As a result of these
travels, he wrote his first travel book, entitled The Lawless Roads.
Greene noted that the repression of religion was quite unevenly exerted
in different states. In some states the priests were captured and put to
death, but in some states they survived and lived comfortably to exercise
ll:_cu' duties. The priest in The Power and the Glory is, in fact, a prototype
;)u rsiv g?ser;! dﬁscnbed in The Lawless Roads. He is one o the two
Sumv himsz lll' e state. The other priest is father Padre Jose who has
saved Bimself by marrying a woman. The other priest, the hero of the
oy névﬂfhﬂede] has by the Tieufeiiant throughout the state. Thus the story of
is based o the actual experience of Greene.

The Theme of the Novel

Critics have found various th i .
Glory. Thi ! i ematic aspects in The Power and the
G?’s Efégﬁﬂl’.-’v: Porsett story. The P“rSP:gd priest is considered 3
novel. “'Fhe surfa though on the surface it is a political-religiovs
interplay of oppos?f“fiem"’ as in_every political novel, marks the
versus the saint. Green the political versus the religious, the dictato?
making a Whlsky ﬁ“ne twists the ition from its usual course %
on earth; and gve nn with an memw child, God’s represenwti"c

more than merely representative, the SO

\
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o . , st his
ntative in the entire statc, God’s last man to struggle against
:‘:{tx encmics. The priest is indeed a frail Jesus among the sm:;crsﬁ:
debilitated Jesus who must do God’s bidding when he is unsur‘e hg :o . k‘l
he bids for, and anguished JﬁusGwol:’o is al.;» n_rl‘\:xc:h u:;l:;c(t:g :yhisky-priest
ses as he is attracted by ’s will.
:I: ?e';:‘;ocsem the best which faith has 10 orfelr @n;g;il;o;lfl % ;;teea:tg\;
in
and the weakness of the novel. Perhaps only Scobivith so much i
purden of sin and grace and heaven and hell.” . .
Through the religious theme Greene seems 1O hlgh_hgh_l spmtu?;
co uences. The priest runs and runs from parish 0 ris I?hordete oo
save himself from persecution. But finally he comes back Ot'.csl e
his inner conscience to be trapped and shot dead. The pnd ey
reveal himself on various occasionsdlhﬁug!! he is a cowar
revelation in the village of Maria and thenint -
the novel is primarily the religious one of spiritual consequence We
have the priest’s ignorance of how and among whom his acuo:s are
indeed profitable; and his acute insight into those whom they do not
rofit—into the blindness of the faithful and of the church itself, in sO

ar as it is an earthl institution whose officers misconceive lhe_etﬁaq
anrd the inefficacy o¥ their ministrations. In his knowledge, he is aware
that what passes for piety among believers is often the humanity of the
Pharisees, and that the ‘goodness’ of the individual is not. the same
thing as his loyalty to the church and to the letter of doctrine. In his
ignorance, he is unaware that, although his own (_:hﬂd isa mqral outcast
who despises him, he has acquired a kind of spiritual paternity over the
rotestant American child who gives him shelter and refreshments, and
that by his martyrdom he converts, temporarily at least, the boy who is
fed up with the pious tale which his mother reads aloud night after
night, but equally fed up with the drabness of the political secularity of
the society in which he is growing up.”
An interesting aspect of the theme of this novel is the novelist’s
?ugst_ of salvation in earthly failures, In this aspect Greene may bé said
o have given the Christian novel a new turn. He does not portray a
good man’s quest for virtue or for heavenly city of God. On the other
hand he depicts the quest of-a sinner who forsakes God and embraces
the Devil'in order to reach the city of God. It has been suggested that a
marginal man—poor in spirit and weak in will and proud in soul can be
saved. Greene appears to hold the opinion that in earthly failure, God
sees potential salvation, that in apparent worldly success God sees
weakness, that in satanical pride God sees the capacity for humility, that
in indecision and denial God sees the possibility of faith. The paradox
has been established. Greene tries to prove that only indifference can
destroy God. Greene takes up the unbelief of man in God and measures
its strength. Greene tries 10 explore what God can mean to a man who
rejects him and who shakes hands with Devil. On a larger scale he asks
what God can mean to a world where only evil lives and which will
prove stronger in the battle between God and the Devil—the battle that
goes on in the mind of man. In fact, Greene paradoxically suggests that
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in reaching out for the Devil, man may well fing God, 4

reaching out for god, may find the Devil. This has been -'I"' Cony,
story of the whisky-pricst. This priest is a sinner, Hg ;. U5
is guilty of being the father of a bastard child. So pe is ¢ ;
Devil though his vocation is a religious one. After (. Oloy g
been abolished from the state, this i)ricsl can very Wcl]c rcl'l!i()n
lives happily. He can save his soul or he can syye hi&cl Mary;
continues going his way though he is all the time aware\s ody, u
become a martyr. Of course, the Christ is his idea] but b that e cal he
he cannot live upto the ideals of true Christianity, Mcmg‘*dfunnn“l
begotten a child and fear always chases him whcre;'er o ¢
cannot continue with his profession. Greene calls pip he goes, oha‘
to achieve sainthood”. The redeeming aspect of his pe @ Sinne l‘eahe
he is ready to suffer. He also undergoes the ordeal of selrrs ity g lhdy
is fully aware of the depths to which he has fallen, He ha “Tealizatj,

and acerled the devil, but the very fact of denja] coma‘S rgottey o
his attachment to God. Greene endeavours to prove ul‘ns the g %?
pl:mt 1s worthy enough to be a saint. He is a true mart . this Sinnjp
the blemishes in his character, the priest “carries ¢ o Inspire Oraﬁ
minor characters says. He is always touched by his cons[éie one of e
goes back from safety to perform the last sacramemn(c:' He ﬁnally

murderer though he knows that he is bej the g
that after the executi fest & trapped.. Syreenc fin el
abandoneg e ion of the priest a new priest emergesalg, l?llnl:

Seedy Character of the Novel

The Power and the Glory i
. ry IS markedly ch. i .
sordidness so frequently scon in the nz’)v"'laractenzed by Seediness gpq

novel gives the impression that thi s full onam Greene
! r¢ is world i fe. The
stiualor. This condition of the world has 'tfeglrgevﬁ?éﬁ"ﬁe’ flth and

whose passage serves as an epigraph Y Newmy

to ’ A
ffi:lffs lll?i)saféa?e,wo!ds of Cardinal Newmgriin:ﬁe e o The
answer that either -tﬁ]ercmg and reason-bewildering fact ?

sense discarded from His
u S presence, If 1
mlg:iit’y .’t'he human race js Implicated

Ol the

here be a God, since there js
N some terrible aboriginal

Besides visual suggesti
N ggestions of seed ;
sense of spiritual_emptiness Jops g'g chlaracte_r of the novel, there isa

images of or ) i very opening of the novel, The
squalor are frequent, such as, “Dark fell lil%e a curtain : One

, the next it had gone.” “Th
- . € place was half
t:‘le.sun went down, the nfog(;:";ao‘;f ustled among the drieg leav:,s." “As
their ;:,ark unerringly, like sajjors’ kﬁ??é out, flashing through the air to

ere are a ; .

For example, me““;,‘i‘gcnl;g;[:cwres of flth and desolation in the novel.
lace was very |j IS quite abominable.—*“This
3 ™ with lust, sand crime and
- The filthy aspect of the prison cell

o —— Ty
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reaches its extreme limits when it is suggested that a couple indulges in
sexual intercourse in the overcrowded cell itself in the midst of
darkness. Onc  other picture of desolation has been created when
Greene describes the abandoned bungalow of Captain Fellows. The
Fellows family has left the place lcaving behind only one creature in the
house and that is the mongrel bitch with a broken leg. The scene of the
house is completely desolate. Everything in the house is broken—a few
old medicine bottles and other such things. In the kitchen the priest
finds nothing 1o cat except a picce of bone with a little meat upon it.
The bitch has been shown as a competitor of the priest for the bone.

The seediness in the novel has been made more effective with the
suggestions of horror, disgust and violence. When the priest comes
before the woman whose child is about to die, his feelings are full of
disgust. “Horror and disgust touched him—violence everywhere : was
there no end to violence ?” But more acute is tie priest’s sense of
failure and ‘surrenders.’” The sensc of failure always haunts his mind.
When he is going towards the village of Maria he is troubled by the
thought of many ‘surrenders’ that he has made. His feast days, fast days
and the days of abstinence have all gone and he no longer can carry his
breviary and altar-stonc with him. He repcatedly feels that he has been
unworthy for so many things. He realizes that he is a bad priest and not
worthy of being considered a saint or a martyr. It is just before his
execution that he is completely overpowered by the sense of failure
There is a spiritual vacuum in his life that he is leading wnue oeing
chased by the police lieutenant. His sense of his own unworthiness fills
him with spiritual agony.

The spiritual emptiness has also been suggested by a number of

images. For example the policemen are described as walking “raggedly
with rifles slung anyhow ; ends of cotton where buttons should have; a
puttee slipping down over the ankle; small men with black secret Indian
eyes.” When the lieutcnant is seen lying on his bed in his room, lost in
meditation, “Beetles detonated on the ceiling” while he has the vision of
a dying, cooling world of human beings who had evolved from animals
for no purpose at all.” The description of Padre Jose alongwith his wife
is also of the same nature. Jose “was very fat and short of breath; he
panted a little as if after great exertion in the heat.” His wife has been
shown “lying in the big shameless bed that filled half the room, a bony
shadow within the mosquito net, a lanky jaw and short grey pigtail and
an absurd bonnet.”

In the novel wickedness has been shown to have gained ground
over goodness. Greene has pictured hell with certain intimacy which is
more explicit than the picture of anything good. Wickedness to Greene
seems to be more rampant in society than goodness. Greene often finds
sinfulness where many peoEl_e would find something less serious. That is
why his obsession blinds him to an important part of the truth. For
instance, in the episode in which the pricst attends the dying murderer,
the murderer. tries to save the priest by giving him his revolver and
asking him to escape though he knows that the trap has been laid by the
‘bastards’. As soon as the murderer dies, the priest prays, “O merciful
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God, afer all he was thinking of me 1t was for my sake,,
priost wtters the truth, BAL the best, it was anly vne cr(m(;"“‘ By g, Spectal |
A0 the oscape of another criminal - whichever way you l'"!l Uylng 1 povist Intmduson. 31
A the coaC it In either o thom." Thus the M’»{luu mt‘n‘(‘n of (v dendly ngainat felig

O orf

lon becuuse of
before \icmhh\‘t‘l\dlh'& laudable put Greene overlooks this - of the evils that tind crushed (b
0

() " MONCIs s heart s f W

b, com % full of compans P

o, Na| shows concern for the welfare of |h’r. ?mn:";re\:um:m 1: mn‘:n?:ulr“
N LA

Character Porteayal s luc
though he tacks the forsight 10 reatize that th ‘
1n point of cha acter-portrayal also the novel ne wnot be suppressed by ar At the religious instinct in men
the whole, the chnrknm lur ()r¥cno fall 10 |u?llu‘lt‘*::dx?\n“‘"'"“"- On mnlln for the l'f""ml'zrﬂ?m? ﬁ?;‘:&wﬂ.ﬂ“:‘? . ot
characters of Handy. Groone's churactors ulv your 10 be mi.vﬂ"“,“" Ny the priest and goes out of his way 1o procure o 0 ﬂ“ :" r:‘tr:: .:
beginning, bwt soon they lose thetr vitality. Gradually u“fll\r In the make an t*ﬂ'nrl W0 bring, Padre Jose 10 hear his confession. Thus m:
Giroone's mouthpieces, They surprise us in the be sinning, b ey becomg flcutenant has !mcn drawn as an individual as well as an embodiment of
they fail o surprise ‘They are Nat characters given a e ‘ll evontuylly an iden, fe., the ldea of sccularism,
they are revolved fi(pldl\’ o mode 1o stand on (hele hc;ul: ex of (Wlsty Among, the minor characters the English dentist and the Potice
But when one has mastered the diveetion of the twist uml‘um lulcwu\.. Chief may be mentioned 10 be of some note, The English dentist Mr.
fle recurrenee, the pattern iy exposed and there iy no more .‘c timiy, of Tench, has been living in this  state for a fong, pénnd But he i
Thils the characters of Greene pencrally (il  impress. \y surprise, |nurn‘ur&!lrl‘ymr;:‘rl:fc n\:u::l h‘x? ng: with the result that he fum become
The priest seems 10 be a better drawn charactet, but on ffl' (c)mc, ';‘hc Police ¢ ‘h::t‘i(\l{n h“c‘,i."d',.';i;‘;':‘!’“g’ ”-'. "‘,"“' priest he feck
analysis he appoans o be no more than an (ntensely felt mn:"“)i""mﬂlc bothered about his job. He drinks with the ‘xc;:n v'tthnr\"l::l h“;:zw: ‘
{hrough a puppet. M intervals the priest comes 1o vnril chented been chasing. There is however the mm.ﬁlm.‘ side of n;.;p:)lum:
situations in life but his reactions 1o those situations Imprcqu“ odd because he is distressed at the shooting of the hostages The mestizmn, n.:
regular reactions of a puppet The licutenant also does not | mersly vole villain of the novel has also beco drawn quﬂe‘skilmlry" Fe s a
much because there is liude life in his characterization The ||l.“pr.‘”‘l 80 convincing villain who shows his hypocrisy, treachery and fawning
appearance of life tomes from the tension between the cold )‘;::u'nm.“s manners in quite a convincing way.
:;{l‘:(‘!p und‘mlc Wll.;‘h ml!(l:\'cl 1‘1 mlfrim-nuf\_ which reveals itsell olccnglr(‘::ﬁvo Structrue of the Novel
nexpected actions like his gIvIng of the coin to the, priest whe v
releas ") o N ) SO e 'n he The plot of The Power and the Glory s well-knit and compact. The
\:-h::‘; : ::\:n.\ lh(."j;: n.\;‘)p. III\‘c. licutenant’s gentle gestyre s also seen novel tells a single story without any sub-plot or digressions. Story
¢ is seen with the boys of the town. te is moved by the feell revolves round the character of the priest who . being chased by the
w.‘hu‘h. he hims_clf does not understand. Greene makes this ¥cmark$ "n 3 M‘exicah lieutenant. The purpose of ‘K\: m;clu?isﬁ:‘g-lcm:%: 1oh1hlm
»‘.mud 10 begin the world again with them in a desert....He put out his that religious faith cafinot be totally suppressed ; and 10 show that a
ngnu in a gesture of alfection— a touch, he did not know what to do man may rise to great heights af heroism and self-sacrifice inspite of his
with i.” inner weaknesscs and frai ties. )

The characters of the Fellows family are also not satisfactorlly Greene is able 0 actifeve his aim by introducing a number of
drawn. Mr. Fellows has been portrayed as a sort of beefy and stupid episodes directly or indirectly concerning the ‘p‘dcsl. The main
tvcllow whose wife has };onc neurotic on account of the Ii(lyc of exile. In interesting episodes arc the priest’s meeting with the English dentist,
fact, there is a kind 0! ' Mr. Tencg; his taking shelter in the house of the Fellows family; his visit

manipulation in the char ter portrayal in the

novels of Greenc. The charact 1o the village of Maria, the woman with whom he had come int© sexual
which are more effective for thccmpalggr?:‘:;:nég&°‘:§g§:,'fé° pg:g(;l:(s: rclallonsmg and begotten a girl named, Briggita; his cncounter with the
several cxamplcs when the characters’ bchavigur seel'ns o be mestizo; his accompanying the beggar-looking man to the hotel and
mprobable. For example, the mestizo finally betrays the priest L0 the meeﬂn% the Governor's cousin and drinking br_and%wm_\ the Police
<oldiers, simply saying “Father’ from the clea):'in nyslhcc {"ircst reaches Chief; his caputre by the red shirt and Jetention in the jail fora night
ihe door of the hut. Likewise the prisoners dg :( b-u")a the priest and his second encounter with the licutenant at the time of his {c\caxé
inspite of their evil nature, and Ixmr ‘there i lh: insta cg of lhg bo his second visit 1o the deserted Oy of Fellows, “‘s.n‘“g;;gg of
who has admired the licutenant and gt‘ ibl ’ Ct :In han ickly tales o% bereaved mother and theic trek through 2 “‘dcmﬁ:ck 10 minister
»»aityrdom. The boy changes a“n :nsibly rejected the sickly been church; his arrival in the ne\ghbou‘rmgslau_:, \w.s(gc;‘mga D stz an
exccuted, spitting at the "egu wmmﬂ; ?inw when the prlesft f: o the dying-American anﬁsxe\' on the suggestion o hc‘m& o pi e
priest. nd opening the door for the ﬂm\l\Y bl arrest by, the ficutenant and execution. Spliod
The li co-related. and various chiaracters involved ln‘al(\“lhlﬁ: p‘& Al the
¢ licutenant, however, is not mercly an embodiment of 85 idea. relevant and necessary for the devolopmer > the n:‘r;a:‘teve. For

Like the pricst he too is i i haos anC B
2 pri introspective i " In spite of working for characters have their OWE PECE oriegy :
the totalitarian government he c"cvcsr;nn:t:jr:d l:n llncrciful Godg. He example, Mr. Tench meets thie priest: 1 the beginming &
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witness of his execution i i i

5 ion in the end. His reaction to thi i

o 1 is ex is

fikwsréseMshock and it enhances the readers’ cmotigrﬁg:mn 15 thay

priest b » Mr. and Mrs. Fellows may be indifferent to the wclrarrcaclmn'

o but their daughter Coral not only gives the priest shelter bc of the

. iri::‘x:;dd aprol\{tldmgf sgmc brandy for him. Coral may be calll::[ddol?
ughter of the priest and serves as a - the
aughter Briggita. B counterpart of his owp

The plot of the novel is characterized by an ele
fact Greene is known as a paslmaslery of 1(',??0'3“2{,511';‘-"3“5“- In
introduces a number of dramatic situations wﬁich create fem]r'l' He
suspense. For example, a suspenseful situation arises wlf o b o
lieutenant interrogates the priest in the village of Maria. The situcn' e
so dramatic that one expects the priest to be arrested any m()ma"on .
on }he spur of the moment, Maria comes to the rescue of the by
saying that he is her husband. The journey of the priest in the gorlest L
of the mestizo is also full of suspense because we feel that the mmpqn
can reveal the identity of the priest any time to get the reward Thesuzp
yet another such suspenseful situation when the priest comes u o
wounded child and is later joined by the mother of the child Thepfﬁ'-l"
dies and his dead body is strapped by the mother on her back almg
carried to a nearby cemetery and the priest goes with her. In the priso
the priest encounters the licutenant once again but the latter is not ab‘re1
to recognize the former. He talks tc him and gives him a five peso coiiu
This situation is full of suspense. '

In keeping with the theme of the novel, Greene has made frequent
use of psycho-analysis. There are a number of interior monologues
which reveal the inner recesses of the heart and mind of the priest. The
priest who is a man of introspective nature solicits our admiration and
sympathy mainly because we come (o know much about what he thinks
and how he reacts to his crucial circumstances. He is seen struck by his
own unworthiness and inadequacies and finally he comes to the sad
conclusion that his life has been a failure. Thus through the interior
monologues the priest has achieved a kind of glory and divinity.

The plot of the novel is not completely devoid of the comic
element. The life of Padre Jose after his marrying the woman who has
made him a highly comic figure has become a subject of comedy. It is his
utter subservience to his wife which makes him an object of mockery
among the children of the neighbourhood. This unmatched couple is a

rennial source of humour in the novel. Likewise, Mr. Tench’s chronic
indigestion and the chronic toothache of the Police Chief are also
somewhat humorous in their nature. -

The Cinematic Techinique o
An interesting feature of the novels of Graham Greene is that they
are built on. the basis of cinematic- technique. Greene was greatly

interested in films and he was a severe fifm-critic. Cinematic tec nique
g Power and the Glory

with_this
r, into the
es looked

lays emphasis on the visual effect of action. In The
the very opening ﬁaragraph of the movel is.marked with
effect : “Mr. Tench went out to look for his ether cylinde
blazing Mexican sun and the bleaching dust. A few vultur

e rinaded

. inconceivable and the incredible.
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n from the roof with shabby indiff . ¥ i
faint chling of rebellion §lirrczy in Mr'e_;%rm;'sh ‘I:Ic:ﬁn l dcamon i
up picce (‘)f the road with splintering finger-nails a,nznuyst;zdw?lfmm
ards lhcm; Opc rose and flapped across the towp; (wcr l|h i
plala, over the bust of an ex-presicent, ex-general, ex-hul'nan bei oy
the two stalls which sold mineral water, towards the river and ”:ng, i
wouldn’t find anything there; the sharks fooked after the carrio s
side. Mr. Tench went on across the plaza.” non that
In his novels Greene appears to be a film director who i
action according to the requirements of vision. His nm(/ell;‘al:)aogﬂihkls
shooting ﬁcnpls. The following description also shows this calibre o?
Greene ; “The Geneml Obregon was about thirty yards long. A ch‘rcet
of damaged rail, one life-boat, a bell hanging on a rotten cord, an
oil-lamp in the bow, she looked as if she might weather two or three
more Atlantic years...... Half a dozen Eassengers leant on the rail, amon
the hobbled 1queys, and stared at the port, the warehouse thc‘: em 15
paked street with the dentists and the barbers.” ' J °

12

CRITICAL OPINIONS
m

Greene’s conversion to Catholicism, as he describes it in A Sort of
Life, was rather diffident. He was walkiny his dog past a church that
‘possessed for me a certain gloomf' power because it represented the
T ns:de, there was a wooden box for
inquiries and I dropped into it a note aaz:. 3 for instruction ..... I had no
intention of being received into the Chuitti. For such a thing to happen
I would need to be conceived of its truth 2nd that was not even a remote
ossibility.” But, after a few sessions o vigorously arguing the case of
atheism with Father Trolloge, something happened ; ‘I can only
remember that in January 1926 I became convinced of the probable
existence of something we call God, though I now dislike the world with
all its anthropomorphic associations.’ Early the next month he made his
first general confession, was baptised, and received. ‘I remember very
clearly the nature of my emotion as 1.walked away from the cathedral :
there was no joy in it at all, only a sombre apprehension.” The entire
swift surrender reminds us of another, whic occurred a bit earlier
during his four months of living alone in Nottingham and being terribly

bored. ) .
Once on my free day I walked over the hills to Chesterfield and
found a dentist. I described to him the symptoms, which I knew
well of an abscess. He tapped 3 perfectly good tooth with his l}me
mirror and I reacted in the correct way. ‘Better have it out,’ he

advised. . :

Yes', I said, ‘but with ether.’. ‘ e Rkt > it
A few minutes’ Unconsciousness was like a holiday ! ric.
I had lost a good tooth, but the boredom was for t;l:d llrr:;ea "&“g

dispersed. While still an Oxford undergraduate, he
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